
     If you donõt have 
a story approved yet, 
the editors have some 
advice for you. 
     òDonõt panic. 
Take a deep breath,ó 
said Alan Berner, co-
editor of team A, òI 
ultimately believe that 
these things always 
work outñbecause 
they must.ó Now that 
you are breathing 
again, what can you do 
to þ nd a story that will 
work?
     òEvery inter-
action between a 
photographer and their 
subject is a chemical 
equation, so itõs all 
about þ nding the right 
chemistry,ó Randy 
Olson explains.  He 
advises looking at the 
news, local or national, 
and þ nding individuals 
whose lives address 
larger topics. Thinking 
about issues that you 
are an advocate for or 
things that make you angry are often good 
leads to newsworthy projects. 
     òItõs easier to see how something affects 
someone through one or two sets of eyes,ó 
Olson said.
     The editors are asking you to challenge 
yourselves, òThis workshop isnõt only about 
photography. Itõs also about how to think and 
research, about learning to þ nd and see the 

things that are in font of you, beside you, and 
behind you,ó said Berner, òeveryone you meet 
is auditioning.ó Thinking about how people 
that you come in contact with might be part 
of a story or be able to connect you to one is 
essential.  
     Olson instructs photographers to trust 
their intuition as to how or whether a story 
will unfold over time. òThink of a movie or 
a play,ó he said,  òWill there be drama, will 

there be conÿ ict?ó
     The editors are looking for stories of 
people, but not simply where they are and 
what they do there. Instead, they want to see 
who these people are and what makes them 
tick. Berner said that, in the end,  they hope 
that the photographer will learn something 
about themselves as well.ó

                               Story by Ashley Twiggs

Searching for Stories

Golden Nuggets 
from Last Nightõs Lecture

òéas I shoot, I look for ôcover photosõ and ôendersõ.ó
ð ALAN BERNER

òIf you arenõt already amazingly curious, you are probably 
in the wrong occupation. You must be genuinely interested in 
people.ó 

- MAGGIE STEBER

Move you camera and your body to reveal a cleaner, layered 
frame.  

ð KIM KOMENICH

òWe are moving out of the back of the bus. Watch us; we will 
be driving the bus.ó

ðMAGGIE STEBER, 
comparing photojournalists to Rosa Parks.

     You will learn to gear down and go with the ÿ ow. 
- ALAN BERNER

òYou learn from everyone, but you must develop your own 
style.ó

- MAGGIE STEBER

PHOTOGRAPH BY BEATRICE DE GEA
Annie Tritt and Betty Bastidas do research for their stories on Market St. Monday morning.




